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The volume aims to present the scientific results obtained during the second phase of the
ECOMARGE (ECOsystèmes de MARGE) programme, a part of the France-JGOFS dedicated to
the study of the continental margins. After a first phase carried out in the Northwestern
Mediterranean, the ECOFER (ECOsystème du canyon du cap FERret) experiment was undertaken
in the Atlantic margin off the Bay of Biscay.
The objectives addressed are: to determine the transport mechanisms of particulate matter from the
shelf to the basin, to study the particulate fluxes in relation to hydrology, hydrodynamics and
climate, to couple these fluxes with the benthic system (organisms and sediment), to attempt to
construct budgets of particles and carbon in particular. The strategy used for an interdisciplinary
approach includes: large scale investigations of the continental shelf, slope and basin during
seasonal cruises, the use of sediment trap moorings at selected stations in the Cap Ferret Canyon, the investigation of
benthic communities and modern sediments.
The volume included 15 papers presenting results obtained in the water column (from primary production to particle
dynamics) and in the sediment (biological, sedimentological and biogeochemical aspects).
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