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2 et This issue contains the results of one of the largest single surveys of Antarctic waters. The region
TOPICAL STUDIES I surveyed is one of the least known areas of the Southern Ocean. The survey was conducted
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primarily to conduct an acoustic survey of krill to provide a biomass estimate so that a
precautionary catch limit could be set on the krill fishery in this area by the management body, The
Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources. The second major aim of
this survey was to examine the formation of Antarctic Bottom Water in this region. In addition, a
range of research activities were conducted on the voyage which provide a comprehensive
overview of the ecosystem of these waters during the austral summer of 1995/96 and of the
physical factorsthat affect productivity at al trophic levels.
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