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The deep water column and the sediments in the central Arabian Sea are the focus of this special 
issue, presenting biological and biogeochemical characteristics in this as yet little known region of 
the deep sea. It presents results of the investigations of the research project BIGSET 
(Biogeochemical transports of energy and matter in the deep sea), which was a part of the German 
deep-sea research programme, and related projects carried out between 1995 and 1999. These 
studies were conducted during four cruises and give evidence of how the surface water productivity 
is reflected in the benthic processes of the abyssal Arabian Sea.  
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